GERALD F. JONES, D.D.S.

DIPLOMATE, AMERICAN BOARD OF FORENSIC ODONTOLOGY

P.O. BOX 819
PRIEST RIVER, IDAHO 83856
TELEPHONE: (208) 448-2215

August 15, 1993

Peter Thomson
4001 Aster Trail
Excelsior, Minnesota 55331

Re: David Bird Thomson, missing person

Dear Peter,

Thank you for sending the information on your missing
brother. I can tell you that he is not one of our
unidentified bodies, here in Idaho. I also ran computer
comparisons and searches against the Washington state
unidentifieds, and there does not appear to be a match there
either. He is now in my missing person file, so any
unidentified bodies found will be automatically checked
against his dental information.

Let me explain a little about the information that you send
me. The dental charting is only an "interpretation” of the
x-rays (radiographs). That means, that since dental films
are two dimensional, it is not possible to know the status
of the outer and inner tooth surfaces (a filling on the
tongue side of the tooth would appear the same as one on the
cheek side). As a result, to avoid erroneous matches or
mismatches, these have to be ignored when entering NCIC.
When I entered the information in our computer data base, I
entered several possible variations. Therefore, your
brother has more than one entry in my missing person file.

The current NCIC dental entry for David is completely wrong.
I have filled out a form for you based on my interpretation
of the radiographs. You may want to ask your local police
agency to make the corrections through their terminal.

I have duplicated the x-rays that you sent me and have
forwarded all of the information to two forensic dentists in
Montana and Washington. They are:

Gary Bell, D.D.S. David Johnson, D.D.S.
9730 3rd Ave. N.E. Ste 204 Doctor's Plaza
Seattle, Washington 98115 2800 11lth Ave. S, Ste 24

Great Falls, Montana 59405



You also have a very qaod forensic dentist 1n your area who
you may want to contact | | |

Ann Horrlander, D D. 8. -
825 Nicollet Mall, Ste 1553
Minneapolis, Hinn.“55402

It is unfortunate that state systems are not available to
handle these kinds of cases the way they should be. Family
members should not have to contact distant agencies and
individuals in search of missing loved ones. Your case is

erfect example of how the system is failing.

. . . . : ['!.
If you have any questions, need someth1ng explained better,
or if I can be of any further assistance to you in your
search, please let me know

Slncerel-,
Gerald F. Jones, D.D.S.

Deputy, Bonner County Coroner
Diplomate, &mericun Board of Forensic Odontology
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